THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
Through most unaccustomed tears of weakness,
through bouts of nausea and recurrent exhaus-
tion, she painfully regained the balance of her
mind, and in spite of some futile quibbles and
obstruction she arrived by her questions at the
exact truth. Jenny was alive, but in grievous
case from internal injuries rather than con-
cussion. The farmer and the van driver were
dead. The farmer's daughter had a broken
thigh and was likely to be a life-long cripple.
The youth from the back of the van was still
deranged. Only she herself of the six involved
was on the road to a complete recovery.
They took the depositions of the two ladies
with a consideration that was perhaps excessive,
though, in any case, a real cross-examination was
impossible. Anyhow, no question was asked
that occasioned any temptation to perjury.
The two other survivors could testify to nothing,
the youth because his wits were addled, the girl
because she had been searching her pockets for
her admission card to the races at the moment.
Three witnesses were able to declare that the
van was being recklessly driven on the wrong
side a litde earlier, and Milly could truthfully
say that had the driver been where he should
she could quite easily have cleared the gap.
The Coroner said there was no evidence on
which either Milly or the farmer could be
136